
  

  

 

 

 
Jesus Laughing from The Chosen 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, 
I will come in and eat with you, and you with me.  

Rev. 3:20 

 
Laughter Sunday! 

April 14, 2024 
 

UMC in Wayne 
99 Parish Drive Wayne, New Jersey 07470   

Email:  Office@umcwayne.org    Phone: (973) 694-3260 
Website: www.umcwayne.org       Watch on Facebook: UMC.Wayne 

Join us on Zoom: Meeting ID: 823 9591 4126 Passcode: 092827 

 
 

mailto:Office@umcwayne.org
http://www.umcwayne.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82395914126?pwd=djdDN2w4NjhNYm81VkdyRENtbnQvUT09


 

PRELUDE                               I Saw the Light      

                                                                      
WELCOME                             
* CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Joy is loose, 
All: In the wiggles of the children, 
Leader: the whispers of the youth, 
All: the smiles of the adults. 
Leader: we praise God for this glorious day, 
All: let the praise break forth in the most unlikely places and in silly ways. 
Leader: Joy and praise fill our hearts and our songs, 
All: let the laughter be deep, for we are God's people.  
 
 
*HYMN                              Open the Eyes of My Heart 

 
Chorus 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You 
I want to see You 

 
Verse 

To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 

As we sing holy holy holy 
 

Bridge 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 

I want to see You 
 
 

 



OPENING PRAYER 
Grant us, God, the grace to see ourselves as others see us - 
creatures of your making: wholly loved. 
Awaken us to your presence in the smiles and glances of those we meet. 
Shape our hearts to delight in the gifts of each and every day. Amen.  
 
 
THE BASKET 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Jesus said, “Your sins are forgiven; rise and walk.”  
Forgiveness is an unlocked door to walk through into a wide-whoopee-
open world.  
Forgiveness is a seed to water with new dreams and wild risks until it bears 
unexpected fruit.  
Forgiveness is an enemy-friend to be born out of a quietness beneath the 
clamor.  
Forgiveness is a flower to smell, a wind at my back, a gull to scream with, a 
pain to laugh beneath, a burden that carries me.  
It is I becoming We becoming Yours. 
 Forgiveness is a song to sing.  
O Lord, unlock the door of my heart. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE              Luke 24:36-48  Common English Bible 
While they were saying these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” They were terrified and afraid. They thought they were seeing 
a ghost. 
 
He said to them, “Why are you startled? Why are doubts arising in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and my feet. It’s really me! Touch me and see, for a ghost 
doesn’t have flesh and bones like you see I have.” As he said this, he showed them 
his hands and feet. Because they were wondering and questioning in the midst of 
their happiness, he said to them, “Do you have anything to eat?” They gave him a 
piece of baked fish. Taking it, he ate it in front of them. 
 
Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the Law from Moses, the Prophets, and 



the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures. He said to them, “This is what is written: the Christ will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, and a change of heart and life for the forgiveness 
of sins must be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things. 
 
 
MESSAGE                 Unlock the Door of Our Heart                            

 

ANTHEM                                       The Joy of the Lord 

 
PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 

WORSHIPING GOD THROUGH OUR GIVING 
 
OFFERTORY                                      Give Thanks 

Give Thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.  X2 

 
And now let the weak say “I am strong;” let the poor say, “I am rich” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. X2 
 
 

Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 



 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Thank you God, for the joy you have given us which bubbles over into laughter 
and fun! Thank you for renewing our joy. We pray that you will use these, our gifts, 
to bring joy to all the world. We pray in the name of the risen Lord, Amen. 

 
 

Give Thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks 
 

* CLOSING HYMN                      Give To Us Laughter                           see insert 

 

BLESSING FOR THE JOURNEY 
Lord, grant us a joyful heart and a holy sense of humor. 
Please give us the gift of faith, to be renewed and shared with others each day. 
Teach us to live this moment only, looking neither to the past with regret, nor to 
the future with apprehension. 
Let love be our guide, and our life a prayer. 
 
Go in laughter; go in grace. 
Keep the Lord in your heart and a smile on your face. 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                 

 

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP 

Please join us as we continue our worship with food and conversation in 

fellowship hall 

Confirmation Class 

 
 
 
 
 



Thank you for financially supporting our ministry.  
We offer many ways to give: 

In the sanctuary or by mail. 
Online at www.umcwayne.org 
https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/umcwgiving  
Text “GIVING” to 973-447-3223 
QR Code:  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  April 14, 2024 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  April 15th ~ 21st  
Monday April 15th     
AA mtg @ 7:30pm in Fellowship Hall (Room 8) 
 
Tuesday April 16th      
Karate @ 5pm in the underground 
Bible Study The Lord’s Prayer @ 7pm in Pastor’s Office 
 
Wednesday April 17th   
Bible Study on Prayer @ 12pm (BYOL) 
Karate @ 5pm in the underground  
 
Thursday April 18th  
Karate @ 5pm in the underground  
Bible Study A Disciples Path @ 7pm in the Pastor’s office. 
 
Friday April 19th  
Prayer and Devotion @ 7am on Facebook  
 
Sunday April 20th   
Worship @ 10am 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.umcwayne.org/
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This video based study has 6 
sessions. You are welcome to 
purchase Adam Hamilton’s book 
but it is not required. 
 
We meet in person and on Zoom! 
In person we gather in the 
pastor’s office. 
 
On Zoom:  
Meeting ID: 851 3314 4096 
Passcode: UMCWayne 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

The words and music in our liturgy, hymns, and songs are by: 
The Prayer of Confession is written by Ted Loder and is found in his book; Guerrillas of Grace: Prayers for the Battle 

Open the Eyes of My Heart, Paul Baloche CCLI Song #2298355 © 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

I Saw the Light. Hank Williams Sr. CCLI Song #45064 © 1948. Renewed 1975 Sony/ATV Acuff Rose Music 

The Joy of the Lord. CCLI Song # 801765 Twila Paris © 1991 Ariose Music; Mountain Spring Music 

Give To Us Laughter.  Walter Farquharson CCLI Song #7028571 © 1974 Farquharson, Walter 

CCLI License # 3179963, CCLI Streaming License # 20349948 

 
 

UMC Wayne Ministers 
All the members of UMC in Wayne 

Pastor  Ninabeth Metcalf 
Email: PastorNinabeth@umcwayne.org  Cell: 908-391-2561 

Don Matthews – Lay Leader 
Peter Candela – Music Director 

Marilyn Creamer – Handbell Director 
email: peter@umcwayne.org 

David Philp – Parish Drive Director 
Nicole Force – Admin. Assistant Email: office@umcwayne.org 
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